Ash Wednesday

February 18, 2026
7:00 pm
Living Word Lutheran Church
Roslyn, PA 19001
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Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude

Greeting

The assembly stands when the presiding minister stands.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray together:
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have
made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in
us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins,
we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Kyrie Lord have mercy
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2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
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Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Because of the coming Day of the Lord, the prophet Joel calls the people
to a community lament. The repentant community reminds God of his
gracious character and asks God to spare the people, lest the nations
doubt God’s power to save.

The First Reading is from the second chapter of Joel.

'Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—
%a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains
a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
nor will be again after them
in ages to come.

12Y et even now, says the Lord,
return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
Brend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God,
for the Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.
“Who knows whether the Lord will not turn and relent,
and leave behind a blessing,
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a grain offering and a drink offering
for the Lord, your God?

15Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sanctify a fast;

call a solemn assembly;
16gather the people.

Sanctify the congregation;
assemble the aged;

gather the children,
even infants at the breast.

Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her canopy.

"Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord,
and do not make your heritage a mockery,
a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”

Psalm Psalm 51

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps 51:1)
"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;

in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2Wash me through and through ffrom my wickedness,

and cleanse me from my sin.

3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
*Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your
sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in your
judgment.

SIndeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,a sinner from

my mother’s womb.

‘Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
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and would have me know wisdom deep within.
’Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
SLet me hear joy and gladness;

that the body you have broken may rejoice.
°Hide your face from my sins,

and blot out all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.
'Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
I2Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
BBLet me teach your ways to offenders,

and sinners shall be restored to you.

“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,

and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.
150 Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

SFor you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.

You are not pleased with burnt offering.
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;

a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel and sings.’
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Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21.

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew,
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order
to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father
in heaven. *“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. *But when you give alms, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, *so that your
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

>“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners,
so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16«<And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that
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they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. !"But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your
face, '¥so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

%“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 2°but store
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. >'For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” The gospel of the
Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ

The assembly is seated.
Children Message

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day

ELW 338

Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
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Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
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The Invitation to Lent

The congregation is seated. The minister invites the assembly into the
discipline of Lent.

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of

remembering Jesus' passover from death to life and our life in Christ is
renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance
and for God's mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion
with God, to love one another and to live in harmony with

creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our
neighbors and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator
intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends
against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and
neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent - self-
examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and
works of love - strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let
us continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three
Days of Jesus' death and resurrection.

Confession and Forgiveness

The presiding minister leads the following confession.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-
examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another,

and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault,

by our own most grievous fault,

in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone.
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The minister guides us in a series of bidding prayers, followed by a
period of silence afterward the assembly says:

Holy God,
have mercy on us.

At the conclusion of the confession,
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

Imposition of Ashes

People may come forward to the altar rail and kneel or stand to receive
the imposition of ashes. The minister marks the forehead of each person
with a cross of ashes, saying:

Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.

While individuals receive the imposition of ashes, the assembly is invited
to sing.

Jesus, Remember Me

Je-sus,  re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your King - dom.
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Je-sus, re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.
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Text: Luke 23:42: Taizé¢ Community

Music: REMEMBER ME, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Textand music @ 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638,
www.giamusic.com. 8(00.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit and
the minister continues.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.
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By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the
church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 4 brief
silence is kept.

Each petition ends:

Lord in your mercy / Hear our prayer.

The prayers are concluded.:
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the
prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen

Sharing of the Peace

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of
the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may
say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Offertory Canticle

The assembly stands as offerings are brought forward, and sings the
offertory song:
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Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray together: God of good gifts,

C: receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as
you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of
eternal life. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy
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Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Here at Living Word we invite all people to the Lord’s Table no matter
where you are on your faith journey. This is Christ present for you —
freely offered in bread and wine — all are welcome to commune.

Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
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Agnus dei Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion
Come, receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

Distribution of Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond -- Amen.

Text: Robert Grant, 17791838, alt
Music: ABERYSTWYTI, Joseph Parry, 1841-1903

Post Communion Blessing
When all have communed, the Assembly stands.

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
P: Generous God, at your table we hasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to
hear the needs of our neighbor and touch the world with you love.
Amen.
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Sending

God blesses us and send us in mission to the world

Blessing
Almighty God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the

life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.

Sending Song ELW 324

In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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“Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATIIBUN. Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867
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Dismissal
P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for
evil; strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak; help the
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS026440. Permission to podcast/stream this service and reprint hymns by permission under
OneLicence Annual License A-722951. All rights reserved. New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV), Copyright ©
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved
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Ash Wednesday marks the first day of the season
of Lent, which is forty days before Easter.

For centuries, ashes have symbolized mourning
repentance in the Abrahamic faiths — Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. Ashes of certainly Biblical:

2 Samuel 13-19
Ester 4:1

Job 2:8

Daniel 0:3
Matthew 11:21

We place ashes on our foreheads in the sign of a
cross as a way of remembering our mortality, our
need for forgiveness, but also the love and salvation
that is given to us by Christ’s dying on the cross and
that we are united with Christ through the waters of
our baptism.

The cross is a sign of both the ailment and cure for
our broken relationship with God and with one
another.
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Lenten Schedule
February 18: Ash Wednesday
Wednesdays in Lent:
Supper —at 6:30
Bible Study —at 7:00pm
March 29: Palm Sunday Worship at 9:30 am

April 2: Maundy Thursday — Worship with
stripping of the altar— 7:00 pm

April 3 Good Friday — Worship — 7:00 pm

April 5 Easter — The Resurrection of Our Lord
worship at 9:30 am
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Beneath the Cross of Jesus

"Beneath the cross of Jesus

I long to take my stand;

the shadow of a mighty rock

within a weary land,

a home within a wilderness,

a rest upon the way,

from the burning of the noontide heat
and burdens of the day.

2Upon the cross of Jesus,

my eye at times can see

the very dying form of one

who suffered there for me.

And from my contrite heart, with tears,
two wonders I confess:

the wonder of his glorious love

and my unworthiness.

3] take, O cross, your shadow
for my abiding place;

I ask no other sunshine than
the sunshine of his face;
content to let the world go by,
to know no gain nor loss,

my sinful self my only shame,
my glory all, the cross.

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
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In the Cross of Christ I Glory

'In the cross of Christ I glory,
tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
gathers round its head sublime.

2When the woes of life o'ertake me,
hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
never shall the cross forsake me;
lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3When the sun of bliss is beaming
light and love upon my way,

from the cross the radiance streaming
adds more luster to the day.

“Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
by the cross are sanctified;

peace is there that knows no measure,
joys that through all time abide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
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